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Scott Macmillan was honoured Thursday night with this year’s Portia White Prize at the Creative Nova Scotia Awards. (File)

Composers were the big winners at the 2014 Creative Nova Scotia Awards with Scott Macmillan winning the Portia White Prize and Peter-Anthony Togni the
Masterworks Arts Award.

Both thanked their wives and their musicians at Thursday night’s gala at the Seaport Market.

“Jennyfer put a big star beside Jennyfer,” said Macmillan, crediting her support and her drive with getting him to work — ‘Come on Scott, go upstairs and do those
charts, get it done and get it done on time, on budget.’

“None of this would happen wihtout many people in the room tonight,” he added.

Macmillan won the $18,000 prize recognizing a Nova Scotia artist who’s had a big impact on the province’s arts and culture. He selected the Wagmatcook Arts ar
Culture Festival as the winner of the Portia White Prize's $7,000 protégé award.

Togni was surprised that his orchestral composition Responsio won the $25,000 Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks Arts Award.

The 50-minute musical work scored for solo bass clarinet played by Jeff Reilly and a vocal quartet is built upon Guillaume de Machaut’s 14th century Mass the
Messe de Nostre Dame.

“I’'m the composer. Jeff improvised 25 per cent of it beautifully,” said Togni, also thanking his engineer and vocal quartet. “This was a true medieval collective.”
“It's pretty lonely sometimes particularly contemporary composition. Something like this comes along and says keep working,” he said.
“The biggest thank you belongs to my wife Patricia who let me go into the woods for six months to write this piece.”

Responsio, first performed in 2013 in St. Bernard Church, was one of five finalists that included the musical program | am in need of music, the Elizabeth Bishop
Centenary legacy recording; the sculpture/installation Harmonic Motion, by Toshiko H. MacAdam and Charles MacAdam; The Thundermaker, a multi-media
installation by Alan Syliboy and Mary Vingoe’s play Refuge. The finalists received $3,000 each.

Winners of the Established Artist Awards were: Halifax Theatre for Young People co-founder and play director Tessa Mendel; painter Pat Sollows, whose career
spans 40 years; artist Melinda Spooner, whose new genre public art practice included the Express ARThritis children's program at the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia,
and actor, director and Eastern Front Theatre artistic director Charlie Rhindress. His plays include The Maritime Way of Life and Flying on Her Own, based on the
life of Rita MacNeil.

Ceramic and mixed media collage artist Nancy Chiasson was the winner of the Prix Grand Pre. This year she explored her Acadian roots through an artist-
in-residency program of the Fortress Louisbourg. Her work helped tell the story of Acadians at the fortress.

The Community Recognition winner was the community of St Ann’s Bay/North Shore, Cape Breton, home to the Cabot Trail Writers’ Festival and the Gaelic
College as well as a slew of artists like luthier Otis Tomas who accepted the award.
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