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Free concert marks World Oceans Day

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the original proposal for World Oceans Day.
It was first suggested at the 1992 Earth Summit in Brazil and the date — June 8 — was officially recognized by the United Nations in
2008.
In a city so connected to the sea, for fishing, shipping and leisure, the commemorative occasion is being recognized with the
majestic, stirring sounds of composer Scott Macmillan’s Celtic Mass for the Sea, performed on the Halifax waterfront in a free
concert on Saturday at 7 p.m.
The performance marks a World Oceans Day weekend that also includes a flash mob version of the choral parts of Celtic Mass for
the Sea that anyone can join in, today at 12:30 p.m. in the Small Craft Gallery of the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic.
Since he composed it in 1988, with his wife Jennyfer Brickenden’s libretto, Celtic Mass for the Sea has taken Macmillan from the
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium in Halifax to New York’s Carnegie Hall.
Delving into ancient folklore, combining old incantations and prayers with Gaelic melodies, Macmillan’s compositional brain
processed these seafaring elements into an organic piece that still lives and breaths nearly a quarter century later.
“I guess the soup came out tasting pretty good,” he chuckles over tea and fruitcake at the kitchen table in his Halifax home.
“There’s a lot of substance there and I never get tired of it. If I get tired of my own music, then it’s not good.
“(The Celtic Mass) has a lot of depth. I think we found something that needed to be unearthed. And it keeps going. This time next
year it’s going to be performed in Bonn. That’s Ludwig’s town!”
Surely the great Beethoven himself would approve of the scope of Macmillan’s piece, as it sums up the ceaseless power of the
waves and the sea’s ongoing role as a giver and taker of life.
Macmillan is a double 2012 East Coast Music Award winner for his recording and DVD of Within Sight of Shore, commemorating the
1945 sinking of the HMCS Esquimalt.
Saturday’s concert will be conducted by Jeff Joudrey with the Camerata Singers expanded to around 40 voices, Blue Engine String
Quartet and a Celtic ensemble including David Greenberg playing violin and fiddle parts, Louis Benoit on mandolin, piper Glen
Coolen, and harpist Karen Rokos.
Macmillan sees the connection between World Oceans Day and Celtic Mass for the Sea continuing for years to come.
He hopes listeners think about the beauty and the gifts of the oceans and our connection to them, and remember it’s a two-way
shipping lane when it comes to giving back what we get out of them.
“I’d like it if they could relate to the First Nations concept of treating your world such that the seventh generation after you will have a
place to live, if they could sock a bit of that away in the back of their head,” he says with a smile.
“It’s all about having a respect for the oceans, because we need them, and we need them to be clean, or as clean as possible.”
(scooke@herald.ca)
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